LAW AND JUSTICE
THE oldest surviving code of laws is that drawn up by Hammurabi,
King of Babylon, about 2050 B.C. This great and wise monarch
had his code engraved upon a shaft of stone eight feet high, which
was placed in the temple of the god Marduk in Babylon. The shaft
survives to this day. The code occupies 3,600 lines, which extend all
round the shaft, and the upper part of the stone is engraved with a
relief of Hammurabi receiving the laws from the Sun-god. The code
was not in fact of divine origin: it was an orderly and concise statement
of a large number of laws', some of great antiquity, which had not up
till then been collected together, with the addition of certain laws
laid down by Hammurabi himself.
"MODERN"   MATRIMONIAL   LAWS   4,000   YEARS   OLD
One of the most interesting features of this 4,ooo-year-old Babylonian
code is the enlightened attitude to women that it reveals. Matrimonial
laws resembled, in many respects, those in force in civilized European
'countries today. Women appear to have enjoyed practically all the
rights of male citizens, and they engaged freely in commerce and the
learned professions.
The code included laws designed to protect the widow, the fatherless
and the poor; but many of its clauses would be offensive to jurists of
our day. The principle of " an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth "
was rigorously applied, and its application often caused greater injustices
than those it was supposed to punish.
The Egyptians of 5,000 years ago had an elaborate code of laws, as
we know from scattered inscriptions, but unfortunately no copy of it
has yet been found. Such evidence as we have tends to indicate that
many of the legal concepts of the Egyptians were both wise and just
by modern European standards.
Markedly different from ours were their ideas on marriage and the
kindred subject of property. As in ancient Babylon, women occupied
a high position in social life and property was inherited mainly through
the mother.
Marriage between brother and sister was permissible, even laudable,
as is proved by the fact that it was extensively practised in royal circles,
It was permissible, too, for a man to keep concubines, who were known
as sisters.
MOSES  AND  THE   TEN   COMMANDMENTS
It was at one time popularly supposed that Moses, the " kwgiver/*
as he is called, was responsible for framing practically all the laws of
the Israelites, but this is now regarded as highly improbable. Even the
Ten Commandments can hardly be ascribed to Moses in the forms ia
which they are found in the Old Testament, although they probably